
ENS-PHI 302: Environmental Justice sources, Winter 2023

Kelly A. Parker, PhD
Philosophy & Environmental and Sustainability Studies

Grand Valley State University

Allendale, Michigan, USA

Topic Sources Availability (GV Library journal articles have permalinks)

Collections

General Collections Mascarenhas, Michael, editor. Lessons in Environmental Justice: From Civil Rights to Black 

Lives Matter and Idle No More , SAGE Publications, 2020.

https://ezproxy.gvsu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?dire

ct=true&scope=site&db=nlebk&db=nlabk&AN=3361691

Holifield, Ryan, Jayajit Chakraborty, and Gordon Walker, editors. The Routledge Handbook 

of Environmental Justice , Routledge, 2020.

https://ezproxy.gvsu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?dire

ct=true&AuthType=ip,sso&db=cat08964a&AN=gvsu.ebs26183193e&site=eds-

live&scope=site 

"Environmental and Climate Justice Syllabus." Just Environments Lab , directed by Danielle 

Zoe Rivera, n.d. 

https://www.just-environments.org/the-syllabus 

1. History and key positions of 

the EJ movement

Historical origins Carder, Eddy F. "The American Environmental Justice Movement," Internet Encyclopedia of 

Philosophy , n.d.

https://iep.utm.edu/enviro-j/ 
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Bullard, Robert D. "From Civil Rights to Black Lives Matter." Ch. 1 in Lessons in 

Environmental Justice: From Civil Rights to Black Lives Matter and Idle No More , edited by 

Michael Mascarenhas, SAGE Publications, 2020, pp. 3-18.

MAIN TEXT

Dillingham, Heather. "Determining the Current Status of the Environmental Justice 

Movement: Analysis of Revolutionary Actions." Harvard Journal of African American Public 

Policy , vol. 14, 2008, pp. 37-50.

https://ezproxy.gvsu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?dire

ct=true&AuthType=ip,sso&db=poh&AN=32966840&site=eds-live&scope=site 

Čapek, Stella M. "The Environmental Justice Frame." Ch. 2 in Lessons in Environmental 

Justice: From Civil Rights to Black Lives Matter and Idle No More , edited by Michael 

Mascarenhas, SAGE Publications, 2020. Pp. 19-34.

MAIN TEXT

Bullard, Robert D. “Dismantling Environmental Racism in the USA.” Local Environment , vol. 

4, no. 1, Feb. 1999, pp. 5-19.

https://web-p-ebscohost-

com.ezproxy.gvsu.edu/ehost/detail/detail?vid=0&sid=2c3a054d-7541-4cfd-8a6f-

9c1c861c4cd5%40redis&bdata=JkF1dGhUeXBlPWlwLHNzbyZzaXRlPWVob3N0LWx

pdmUmc2NvcGU9c2l0ZQ%3d%3d#AN=1694191&db=asn

Pellow, David Naguib. What is Critical Environmental Justice?  Polity, 2017. Library (ebook)

Schlosberg, David. Defining Environmental Justice: Theories, Movements, and Nature , 

Oxford UP, 2009.

Library (ebook)

Taylor, Dorceta. Toxic Communities: Environmental Racism, Industrial Pollution, and 

Residential Mobility , NYU Press, 2014.

Library (ebook)

Systemic injustice Coates, Ta-Nehisi. "The Case for Reparations." The Atlantic , June 2014. https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-

reparations/361631/

https://ezproxy.gvsu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?dire

ct=true&AuthType=ip,sso&db=edsglr&AN=edsglr.A373253577&site=eds-

live&scope=site

 Savoy, Laurent. Trace: Memory, History, Race, and the American Landscape , Counterpoint, 

2016.

Library (print)

Intersectional activism Thomas, Leah. "Why Every Environmentalist Should Be Anti-racist." Vogue, 8 June 2020 . https://www.vogue.com/article/why-every-environmentalist-should-be-anti-

racist/ 

Thomas, Leah. The Intersectional Environmentalist , Voracious, 2022. Library (print)

Indigenous EJ Whyte, Kyle Powys. "Environmental Justice, Indigenous Peoples, and Consent." Ch. 3 in 

Lessons in Environmental Justice: From Civil Rights to Black Lives Matter and Idle No More , 

edited by Michael Mascarenhas, SAGE Publications, 2020, pp. 35-49.

MAIN TEXT

Gilio-Whitaker, Dina. "Chapter 1: Environmental Justice Theory and Its Limitations for 

Indigenous Peoples." As Long As Grass Grows: The Indigenous Fight for Environmental 

Justice, from Colonization to Standing Rock , Beacon, 2020, pp. 15-33.

https://ezproxy.gvsu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?dire

ct=true&AuthType=ip,sso&db=cat08964a&AN=gvsu.ebs20133482e&site=eds-

live&scope=site

LaDuke, Winona. The Winona LaDuke Chronicles: Stories from the Front Lines in the Battle 

for Environmental Justice,  edited by Sean Aaron Cruz, Spotted Horse Press, 2016. 

Library (paper)

The Red Deal: Indigenous Action to Save Our Earth . Part One: End the Occupation, Part 

Two: Heal Our Bodies, Part Three: Heal Our Planet, n.d.

https://therednation.org/
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Philosophy and activism: Grace 

Lee Boggs

Boggs, Grace Lee. The Next American Revolution: Sustainable Activism for the Twenty-First 

Century, University of California Press, 2012. 

ch. 4: "Detroit, Place and Space to Begin Anew," pp. 105-34; 

ch. 5: "A Paradigm Shift in Our Concept of Education," pp. 135-58; 

ch. 6: "We Are the Leaders We've Been Looking For," pp. 159-78;

optional: Scott Kurashige, "Introduction," pp. 1-27.

https://ezproxy.gvsu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?dire

ct=true&AuthType=ip,sso&db=nlebk&AN=456924&site=eds-live&scope=site.

American Revolutionary: The Evolution of Grace Lee Boggs . Directed by Grace Lee, LeeLee 

Films, 2013. (Video, 2 hrs).

https://americanrevolutionaryfilm.com/

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2385558/?ref_=ttpl_pl_tt

 https://gvsu.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=86a0bcdb-

cead-4b94-ae7c-af8200e47aa7

James and Grace Lee Boggs Center to Nurture Community Leadership

3061 Field St., Detroit, MI 48214

http://boggscenter.org/

2. Global climate justice

Climate ethics Malm, Andreas, and Rikard Warlenius. "Chapter 4: The Grand Theft of the Atmosphere: 

Sketches for a Theory of Climate Injustice in the Anthropocene." Climate Futures: Re-

Imagining Global Climate Justice , edited by Kum-Kum Bhavnani, John Foran, Priya A. Kurian 

and Debashish Munshi, Zed Books, Ltd, 2019, pp. 32-39.

https://www-bloomsburycollections-com.ezproxy.gvsu.edu/book/climate-futures-

re-imagining-global-climate-justice/

Garvey, James. The Ethics of Climate Change: Right and Wrong in a Warming World , 

Continuum, 2008.

Library (paper and ebook)

Broome, John. Climate Matters: Ethics in a Warming World,  W. W. Norton & Company, 

2013. not at library

Robinson, Mary. Climate Justice: Hope, Resilience, and the Fight for a Sustainable Future, 

Bloomsbury, 2018. not at library

US political and legal actions Tomasky, Michael, and Felicia Wong. "How the Green New Deal Changed the Conversation: 

Rhiana Gunn-Wright, One of the Architects of the Climate Proposal, on What She Wants to 

Build Next " How to Save a Country. New Republic , 3 November 2022. (Podcast, 36 mins).

https://newrepublic.com/article/167994/green-new-deal-changed-conversation 

"What the Inflation Reduction Act Means for Climate." EarthJustice , 16 August 2022. https://earthjustice.org/brief/2022/what-the-inflation-reduction-act-means-for-

climate 

"FACT SHEET: Inflation Reduction Act Advances Environmental Justice." The White House, 

17 August 2022. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-

releases/2022/08/17/fact-sheet-inflation-reduction-act-advances-environmental-

justice/

Biden, Joseph R., Jr. "Executive Order on Revitalizing Our Nation’s Commitment to 

Environmental Justice for All." The White House, 21 April 2023. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-

actions/2023/04/21/executive-order-on-revitalizing-our-nations-commitment-to-

environmental-justice-for-all/
International politics and actions McGrath, Matt. "Climate Change: Five Key Takeaways from COP27." BBC, 20 November 

2022. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-63693738

Kaplan, Sarah. "COP27 Leaves World on Dangerous Warming Path Despite Historic Climate 

Fund." Washington Post , 20 November 2022. 

https://wapo.st/3u7uwN6

3. Theory

Concepts of justice Kuehn, Robert R. "A Taxonomy of Environmental Justice." Environmental Law Reporter 

News & Analysis, vol. 30, no. 9, 2000, pp. 10681-10703.

https://ezproxy.gvsu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?dire

ct=true&AuthType=ip,sso&db=edshol&AN=edshol.hein.journals.elrna30.95&site=

eds-live&scope=site
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Wenar, Leif. "John Rawls, 4. Justice as Fairness: Justice within a Liberal Society." The 

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy  (Summer 2021 Edition), edited by Edward N. Zalta.

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rawls/

Lamont, Julian and Christi Favor. "Distributive Justice." The Stanford Encyclopedia of 

Philosophy  (Winter 2017 Edition), edited by Edward N. Zalta. 

https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2017/entries/justice-distributive/ 

Eisikovits, Nir. "Transitional Justice." The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy  (Fall 2017 

Edition), edited by Edward N. Zalta.

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/justice-transitional/

"About Restorative Justice." University of Wisconsin-Madison Law School, 2022. https://law.wisc.edu/fjr/rjp/justice.html 

Capabilities approach Day, Rosie. "Ch. 11: A Capabilities Approach to Environmental Justice." The Routledge 

Handbook of Environmental Justice , edited by Ryan Holifield, Jayajit Chakraborty, and 

Gordon Walker, Routledge, 2020, pp. 124-35.

Library (ebook) 

Routledge Handbook

Robeyns, Ingrid and Morten Fibieger Byskov. "The Capability Approach." The Stanford 

Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Winter 2021 Edition), edited by Edward N. Zalta. 

https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2021/entries/capability-approach/

Sen, Amartya. The Idea of Justice , Penguin, 2009. https://ezproxy.gvsu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?dire

ct=true&AuthType=ip,sso&db=cat09195a&AN=gvsu.b2681032&site=eds-

live&scope=site

Environmental justice and ethics Coolsaet, Brendan, editor. Environmental Justice , Routledge, 2020. 

   Kaswan, Alice. "Distributive Environmental Justice," pp. 21-36.

   Suiseeya, Kimberly R. Marion. "Procedural Justice Matters: Power, Representation, and 

participation in Environmental Governance," pp. 37-51.

   Holland, Breena." Capabilities, Well-being, and Environmental Justice," pp. 64-77.

https://ezproxy.gvsu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?dire

ct=true&AuthType=ip,sso&db=cat08964a&AN=gvsu.ebs26183193e&site=eds-

live&scope=site

Environmental justice and law Salim, Oday. "Environmental Justice and the Law." Ch. 10 in Lessons in Environmental 

Justice: From Civil Rights to Black Lives Matter and Idle No More , edited by Michael 

Mascarenhas, SAGE Publications, 2020, pp. 164-182.

MAIN TEXT

Foster, Sheila R. "Ch. 12: Vulnerability, Equality, and Environmental Justice: The Potential 

and Limits of Law." The Routledge Handbook of Environmental Justice,  edited by Ryan 

Holifield, Jayajit Chakraborty, and Gordon Walker, Routledge, 2020, pp. 136-48.

https://ezproxy.gvsu.edu/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?dire

ct=true&AuthType=ip,sso&db=cat09195a&AN=gvsu.b133fe74.d17b.479a.b890.50

6c7791149&site=eds-live&scope=site 

Environment and Racism Hopkins, Hop. "Racism Is Killing the Planet." Sierra , 8 June 2020. https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/racism-killing-planet

Johnson, Ayana Elizabeth. "I’m a Black Climate Expert. Racism Derails Our Efforts to Save the 

Planet." Washington Post , 3 June 2020.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/06/03/im-black-climate-scientist-

racism-derails-our-efforts-save-planet/

Holthaus, Eric. "Why Climate Change is a Civil Rights Battle." The Correspondent , 18 June 

2020.

https://thecorrespondent.com/539/why-climate-change-is-a-civil-rights-

battle/71356398421-19aef637

Environmental human rights Woods, Kerri. "Ch. 13: Environmental Human Rights." The Routledge Handbook of 

Environmental Justice , edited by Ryan Holifield, Jayajit Chakraborty, and Gordon Walker, 

Routledge, 2020, pp. 149-59.

Library (ebook) 

Routledge Handbook

Adebowale, Maria, Chris Church, Beatrice Nduta Kairie, Boris Vasylkivsky, and Yelena 

Panina. "Environment and Human Rights: A New Approach to Sustainable Development." 

World Summit on Sustainable Development,  International Institute for Environment and 

Development, 2001.

https://www.iied.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/migrate/11016IIED.pdf 

Sumudu, Atapattu, and Andrea Schapper. Human Rights and the Environment: Key Issues , 

Routledge, 2019.

https://ezproxy.gvsu.edu/login?url=https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/978131

5193397 

Hancock, Jan. Environmental Human Rights: Power, Ethics and Law , Ashgate, 2003.
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EJ assessment and reporting

Principles Mohai, Paul. "Measuring Environmental Justice." Ch. 4 in Lessons in Environmental Justice: 

From Civil Rights to Black Lives Matter and Idle No More , edited by Michael Mascarenhas, 

SAGE Publications, 2020, pp. 52-76.

MAIN TEXT

Cordner, Alissa, and Phil Brown. "Science, Expertise, and Environmental Justice." Ch. 5 in 

Lessons in Environmental Justice: From Civil Rights to Black Lives Matter and Idle No More , 

edited by Michael Mascarenhas, SAGE Publications, 2020, pp. 77-94.

MAIN TEXT

Morello-Frosch, Rachel, and Carolina L. Balazs. "How Community-Based Participatory 

Research Strengthens the Rigor, Relevance, and Reach of Science." Ch. 6 in Lessons in 

Environmental Justice: From Civil Rights to Black Lives Matter and Idle No More , edited by 

Michael Mascarenhas, SAGE Publications, 2020, pp. 95-109.

MAIN TEXT

Wilson, Sacoby, Aaron Aber, Lindsey Wright, and Vivek Ravichandran. "Ch. 23: A Review of 

Community-Engaged Research Approaches Used to Achieve Environmental Justice and 

Eliminate Disparities." The Routledge Handbook of Environmental Justice , edited by Ryan 

Holifield, Jayajit Chakraborty, and Gordon Walker, Routledge, 2020, pp. 283-96.

Library (ebook) 

Routledge Handbook

Rodman-Alvarez, Sarah, and Kathryn Colasanti. Measuring Racial Equity in the Food System: 

Established and Suggested Metrics , Center for Regional Food Systems, Michigan State U, 6 

May 2019. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/measuring-racial-equity-in-the-food-system

Haklay, Muki, and Louise Francis. "Ch. 24: Participatory GIS and Community-based Citizen 

Science for Environmental Justice Action." The Routledge Handbook of Environmental 

Justice, edited by Ryan Holifield, Jayajit Chakraborty, and Gordon Walker, Routledge, 2020, 

pp. 297-308.

Library (ebook) 

Routledge Handbook

Tools "EnviroAtlas." U.S. Environmental Protection Administration, 2022 https://www.epa.gov/enviroatlas

"EJScreen: Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool." U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency, 2023.

https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen 

"Environmental Justice Index." Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, U.S. 

Department of Health & Human Services, 2023. 

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/placeandhealth/eji/index.html 

Global Reporting Initiative https://www.globalreporting.org/standards/

Temper, Leah, and Joan Martinez Alier. Environmental Justice Atlas . Institute of 

Environmental Science and Technology (ICTA), Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, 2015.

https://ejatlas.org/ 

Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool , US Council on Environmental Quality (Federal 

Executive Branch Office) 

https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5

Sadasivam, Naveena, and Clayton Aldern. "The White House Excluded Race from Its 

Environmental Justice Tool. We Put It Back In." Grist , 24 February 2022.

https://grist.org/equity/climate-and-economic-justice-screening-tool-race/

"The New Mi EJ Screen – Why it Matters and Now What?" 2021 Michigan Environmental 

Justice Conference, Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, 18 May 

2021. (Video, 44 min)
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https://lincup.org/partnerships 
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Documentary," Mlive.com, 28 July 2021, 8 Nov 2021. 

"The Fight for Environmental Justice in Michigan," MLive.com, 28 July 2021. (Video, 10 min) 
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michigan-a-new-mlive-documentary.html 
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Kristin Ojaniemi, 2020. (Video, 8 min). 
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redevelopment, Muskegon, 
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2020, pp. 288-305.
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"Back from the Brink: A Muskegon Lake Film," Directed by David J. Ruck, Great Lakes 

Outreach Media, 2019. (Video, 13 min)

https://youtu.be/n7HCN0RQK-w 
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in Muskegon Lake South Shoreline Access," July 2018.

https://www.kellyaparker.net/kap/MKG_Lake/Becoming_Lake_People-2018.pdf 

c. Wolverine Worldwide PFAS 

contamination, Rockford, 

Michigan, 2017

"PFAS General Information." Annis Water Resources Institute, Grand Valley State University, 

2022.

https://www.gvsu.edu/pfas/

Talpos, Sara. Citizen Sleuths Exposed Pollution from a Century-old Michigan Factory, with 

Nationwide Implications. Science  Insider. 16 May 2019
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"PFAS General Information." Annis Water Resources Institute, Grand Valley State University, 

2022.

https://www.gvsu.edu/pfas/ 
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Ellison, Garret. "Judge Approves $54M Wolverine, 3M PFAS Lawsuit Settlement." 

Mlive.com , 30 March 2023

https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2023/03/judge-approves-54m-wolverine-

3m-pfas-lawsuit-settlement.html

"PFAS in Kent County." West Michigan Environmental Action Council, n.d. https://wmeac.org/pfas/

Wolverine Community Advisory Group, 2021. https://wolverinecag.org/

"PFAS Contamination in the U.S." Environmental Working Group, 2022. https://www.ewg.org/interactive-maps/pfas_contamination/map/

d. Groundwater contamination: 

The Gelman Plume, Ann Arbor, 

Michigan, 1984-present

"1,4-Dioxane." Health Department, Washtenaw County, Michigan, n.d. https://www.washtenaw.org/1789/14-Dioxane

Craig, Kimberly. "4-mile Contamination Plume Continues to Move toward Ann Arbor's 

Primary Water Source." WXYZ Detroit, 10 August 2022.

https://www.wxyz.com/news/4-mile-contamination-plume-continues-to-move-

toward-ann-arbors-primary-water-source

e. Vapor intrusion in Madison 

Square, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 

2016 

 Pellow, David N. "Ch. 18: Black Lives Matter as an Environmental Justice Challenge." 

Lessons in Environmental Justice: From Civil Rights to Black Lives Matter and Idle No More , 

edited by Michael Mascarenhas, SAGE Publications, 2020, pp. 306-21.

MAIN TEXT

Christmann, Dan. "A Cloud of Unknowing: Madison Square and the Nature of Environmental 

Justice." WMEAC Blog , West Michigan Environmental Action Council, 1 October 2019.

https://wmeac.org/2019/10/a-cloud-of-unknowing-madison-square-and-the-

nature-of-environmental-justice/

f. Grand River rapids restoration 

project, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 

2011-present

Grand Rapids WhiteWater https://grandrapidswhitewater.org/ 

"Revitalizaton Project Overview." Topic: Grand River Revitalization, Groundswell 

Stewardship Initiative, Grand Valley State University, 2019.

https://www.gvsu.edu/groundswell/revitalization-project-overview-60.htm

McVicar, Brian. "‘We’re scrambling to catch up:’ Black Residents Say River Restoration 

Engagement Efforts Fall Short." Mlive.com, 8 February 2023. 

https://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/2023/02/were-scrambling-to-catch-

up-black-residents-say-river-restoration-engagement-efforts-fall-short.html

g. Water crisis, Jackson, 

Mississippi, Aug 2022

Through the Cracks: Inside Jackson, Mississippi's Water Crisis . ABC News Live Prime, 

YouTube, 6 February 2023. (Video: 12 min.)

https://youtu.be/QL2-Unp6LvI

The Only State Capital Where You Can’t Drink the Water . Practical Engineering, YouTube, 21 

February 2023. (Video, 19 min.)

https://youtu.be/xOdF7A1ry7E

h. Hurricane Fiona power 

outage, Puerto Rico, Sept 2022

Baldin, Carolina. "In Puerto Rico, Advocates Want the Clean Energy Revolution to Be Local." 
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